
Seal and caulk older 
windows or replace  
with ENERGY STAR® 
models. 

Add insulation 
to attic or ceiling 
when possible.

Seal around exterior openings 
like exhaust pipes, chimneys 
and dryer vents. 

You can insulate the space 
underneath your home for 
added comfort.

Adding aluminum or 
plywood skirting can 
help keep drafts out. 

Add weather stripping  
to doors to keep drafts 
out, or replace with 
ENERGY STAR® models. 

Reducing Energy Costs  
in your Mini-Home

Other Energy Saving Improvements

No Cost/Low Cost:

    Cover exposed hot water pipes with pipe insulation, and if space permits, insulate your electric water heater  
with a tank wrap. Insulate the incoming water line under the trailer. 

   Install programmable thermostats to lower the temperature at night or during the day when your home is unoccupied.

    Low-flush or dual-flush toilets, water-saving shower heads (less than 2 gallons per minute or 7.6 litres per minute), water 
aerators (less than 1.5 gallons per minute or 5.7 litres per minute) and front-loading clothes washers can cut down on 
hot water use. 

    The average home has 20 light bulbs. Switching to LEDs or compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) will reduce lighting 
electricity use by about 75%. 

Mini-homes are affordable to buy and usually cost less to maintain than a traditional home. While you 
may not be able to change much of the structure of your mini-home, there are still changes that save 
money and energy while reducing your impact on the environment.



    Caulk around light fixtures, use foam gaskets around light switches and electrical outlets, and use spray foam 
around significant gaps where wiring from the electrical panel goes into the wall.* These items are inexpensive, 
easy to find at hardware stores, and can drastically reduce the drafts in your home. 

    If humidity inside your home is too high, increase your ventilation by running bathroom or kitchen fans. Make  
sure the fan’s exhaust is vented outside. Even better, reduce any sources of humidity in your home by avoiding 
drying laundry inside, keeping lids on boiling pots, and eliminating standing water. When winter humidity  
levels are too low, it is often due to air leakage so draft-proofing can help.

Investments:

   If your home has a pitched roof, you may be able to reduce heat loss by adding ceiling insulation.*

    Concrete foundations should be treated like basements and insulated. Homes on blocks can have  
insulation added underneath. Spray foam insulation is a good product for insulating a floor.* 

    Reduce condensation problems and energy use by installing new sliders in sashes instead of aluminum  
frames, or replace complete unit with an ENERGY STAR® qualified window.*

    When replacing doors, consider a steel door that is ENERGY STAR® qualified.* If your main entry faces into  
a strong winter wind, adding a small porch may improve comfort by blocking cold air from entering when  
the door is opened. 

    If, after draft-proofing, you start to see more condensation on your windows or other signs of moisture, the 
solution may be to provide additional ventilation, such as a fan in a central bathroom and a range hood fan  
that exhausts to the outside. 

    If you have a forced air heating system with ductwork under the trailer, make sure that all ductwork under the 
home is sealed and that exterior ductwork is insulated.

* Be sure to contact Efficiency Nova Scotia before you begin for details on applicable rebates on these upgrades. We 
also have assistance for low income homeowners; please let us know if you may be eligible. 
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